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Global Situation Overview

80 million estimated 

forcibly displaced people 

(26.3 million refugees, 45.7 

million internally displaced 

people, 4.2 million asylum-

seekers)

280.6 million 

international migrants 

(3.5% global population), 

almost doubled since

2000 – 150 million

Increasing number 

of families on the 

move with young           

children, pregnant 

women and elderly

763 million 

internal migrants 

(11% global 

population) 

About 1 Billion people on the move



The Tools support countries and WHO in delivering on 

commitments set forth through mandates and 

frameworks

2008 | WHA61 Resolution 

on the Health of Migrants  

2017 | WHA70 Resolution 

on Promoting the Health of 

Refugees and Migrants

2019 | WHA72 Global 

Action Plan on Promoting 

the Health of Refugees and 

Migrants

2023 | WHA76 Global 

Action Plan extension 2030
2017 | EB140 Framework 

of Priorities and Guiding 

Principles to Promote the 

Health of Refugees and 

Migrants

2016 | EUR/RC66 Strategy 

and Action Plan for Refugee 

and Migrant Health

2016 | CD55 PAHO 

Resolution on the Health of 

Migrants

2016 | New York 

Declaration for Refugees 

and Migrants 

2023 | EMR/RC70 Strategy 

for the Health of Refugees 

Migrants

2018 | Global Compact for 

Migration  

2018 | Global Compact on 

Refugees

Health in obj. 15 

Health in area 2.3 

2019 | UN Declaration on 

UHC

2015 | Sustainable 

Development Goals 

Target 10.7 +



• Communication Barriers: Misinformation, language, and cultural 

misunderstandings can impede vaccination efforts​

• Vaccine Hesitancy: Complex factors include mistrust of health systems, 

misinformation, and lack of access

• COVID-19 Impact: The pandemic has disrupted routine immunization 

services globally, exacerbating vulnerabilities​
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Current challenges in vaccination access for 
refugees and migrants



• Global Evidence Review on Health and Migration (GEHM): Summarizes global 

evidence and proposes policy considerations for improved vaccination access.

• Best Practices Identified: 

• Culturally competent care.

• Translation of materials.

• Use of community health workers.

• Policy Success Stories: Countries such as Jordan, Uganda, and Rwanda include 

refugees in their national immunization plans​.
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WHO Approach and Best Practices



• Strengthen National Immunization Policies: Adapt immunization plans to 

ensure all refugees and migrants, regardless of legal status, have access to 

vaccines​

• Targeted Campaigns: Implement catch-up immunization and tailored 

vaccination programs for mobile populations.

• Cross-Sector Collaboration: Engage with NGOs and other partners for 

innovative service delivery​.
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Policy Recommendations



• Immunization Agenda 2030: WHO’s global strategy to leave no one behind 

by ensuring vaccines for all refugees and migrants.

• Next Steps: Focus on health system strengthening, policy advocacy, and 

inclusive pandemic responses to close vaccination gaps globally​.
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WHO's Vision Moving Forward
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