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Action plans and tools that can improve immunisation for newly arrived migrants in
the EU were presented at a European conference organised by the Prolepsis
Institute in Athens on Friday 18 October, as part of the project "AcToVax4NAM -
Increased access to vaccination for newly arrived migrants". The conference,
entitled: "Building Bridges to Better Health: the Impact of AcToVax4NAM in
Promoting Vaccination Equity for Newly Arrived Migrants", was attended by
representatives of the World Health Organization (WHO) headquarters in Geneva,
and WHO offices in Greece, a representative of the European Commission,
representatives of Ministries of Health from Greece and the project consortium
countries, experts and frontline health professionals.

Difficult access to health and vaccination services is one of the major problems that
migrants face on arrival in host countries. This situation further exacerbates the
conditions of inequality for this already vulnerable population. Over the last three
years, public health organisations, relevant ministries, agencies and universities from
eight European Union countries have been working together under the
ActoVax4NAM project. The aim of the project was to ensure equitable access to
vaccination and to improve vaccination coverage of newly arrived migrants for
vaccine-preventable diseases included in the Member States' National Vaccination
Programmes.

The AcToVax4NAM project, coordinated by the Prolepsis Institute, is co-funded by
the European Union's Third Health Programme (2014-2020) and national resources
are covered by Libra Philanthropies. The project also involves: Istituto Superiore Di
Sanita - Italy, Universita Degli Studi Di Roma La Sapienza - Italy, Fundacio Hospital
Universitary Vall D' Hebron, - Spain, Center for Social Innovation - Cyprus,
Directorate of Operational Preparedness for Public Health Emergencies, Ministry of
Health - Greece, Ethno-Medical Centre - Germany, Ministry of Health, Infectious
Disease Prevention and Control Unit - Malta, National Institute of Public Health NIH,
National Research Institute - Poland, Fundatia Romtens - Romania.

The Conference, which was introduced by the Professor of Epidemiology and
Founder of the Prolepsis Institute, Ms Athina Linou, was addressed by Paola D'
Acapito, on behalf of the European Commission (European Executive Agency for
Health and the Digital Sector), Ms. Nefeli Romanou, Communications Officer at the
WHO Athens Quality of Care and Patient Safety Office & WHO Country Office, Mr
Thanos Myloneros, Consultant Public Health at the WHO Athens Quality of Care and
Patient Safety Office, Ms Lara Tavoschi, Senior Researcher in Public Health at the



University of Pisa, and Ms Afroditi Veloudaki, Director General of the Prolepsis
Institute.



